[Densitometric evaluation of the distal radial epiphysis in patients after Colles fracture].
The results of bone mineral density measurements in both forearms of 50 patients aged from 51 to 83 yrs (av. 62.4) who sustained unilateral Colles fracture, were analysed. Time elapsed from fracture was from 0.5 to 6 yrs. The aim of this study was to assess the effect of previous Colles fracture on bone mineral density. It was found that after the preliminary increase of bone mineral density, there was a gradual decrease towards normal values as compared with the unbroken arm. The bone mineral density in the evaluated group with fracture was significantly lower than the control groups without fracture.